Cuban Missile Crisis

After watching “Thirteen Days” respond to the following prompt in an essay of at least 600 words (1½-2 pages) that includes a clear introduction, supporting details, and a conclusion:

Why did the presence of Soviet missiles in Cuba trigger an international crisis, and how was that crisis resolved?

Think about the following questions in order to complete the essay:

· Why was the presence of Soviet missiles in Cuba a problem for the United States?

· Why did Kennedy choose to "quarantine" Cuba?
· What were each of the options available to the president in this situation and what were the advantages and disadvantages of each?
· How was the crisis resolved?
· On balance, did either side "win" in the end? If so, which one, and why?

Use the space below to take notes on the preceding questions during the film…

