



The Assassination of John F. Kennedy
Location: Dallas, Texas

Date: November 22, 1963

Time: 12:30 p.m. Central Standard Time

Significant People:

1. John F Kennedy- 35th president of the United States- shot at least twice, killed by devastating head wound- was 46 years old.

2. John Connally – Governor of Texas- severely wounded in the attack, perhaps by the same bullet which first wounded president Kennedy.

3. Lyndon Baines Johnson- Kennedy’s Vice President who was sworn in as the 36th President of the United States at 2:39 p.m. CST- was a major political power in Texas whose urging brought Kennedy to Texas to help settle political dispute.
4. Lee Harvey Oswald- accused assassin of President Kennedy and the accused murderer of a Dallas policemen- was a defector to the Soviet Union and a supporter of the communist Castro government on the island of Cuba. 

5. J.D. Tippit- a Dallas policeman who was killed allegedly by Oswald, while trying to make an arrest 45 minutes after the shooting in downtown Dallas.

6. Jack Ruby- shot and killed Lee Harvey Oswald on the morning of November 24, 1963 in the basement garage of the Dallas police department- Ruby was believed to have organized crime connections and ran a string of disreputable bars in the Dallas region.

The Official Version of the Assassination


The Warren Commission- Created by Executive Order 11130- Staffed by the Following:

1. Earl Warren- Chief Justice, Unites States Supreme Court.

2. Richard B. Russell – U.S. Senator, Georgia.

3. John Sherman Cooper – U.S. Senator, Kentucky.

4. Hale Boggs – Representative, Louisiana.

5. Gerald R. Ford – Representative, Michigan. 

6. Allen Dulles – Former Director, Central Intelligence Agency.

7. John J. McCloy – Former Presidential advisor, foreign and economic issues.

Major Conclusions
1. The shots which were fired at the motorcade were fired from the sixth floor window of the Texas School Book Depository Building;

2. Three shots were fired total;

3. The shot which exited Kennedy’s throat wounded Connally;

4. All shots were fired by Oswald using an Italian made Mannlicher – Carcano rifle;

5. Oswald shot and killed Officer J.D. Tippit;

6. Jack ruby killed Oswald at 11:21 a.m. on the morning of November 24, 1963;

7. There is no evidence that Oswald, Ruby, or anyone else was part of the conspiracy, foreign or domestic, to kill the President;

8. Oswald acted completely alone for motives which can only be speculated about.

Major Questions Which Remained After Publication
1.  Who was Lee Harvey Oswald? Why did he shoot the President? Was he a good enough shot to hit the target moving at eleven miles per hour at almost two hundred yards away ( the first shot) and finally almost four hundred yards in the time allotted? 

2. If Oswald had no ulterior motive for assassinating the President, why did he use an alias to purchase a rifle? Also, why did he use another separate alias to rent his room at his Oak Hill address? (rifle alias-A. Hidell; rooming alias-O.H. Lee)
3. Was the Mannlicher-Carcano accurate enough to hit the shot? Was the Japanese made scope’s cross-hairs able to line up to accurately focus in the target? We do know that the Mannlicher was the primary issue of the Italian army during World War II and was discontinued by them in 1944 because of problems of performance and accuracy.

4. Would a shooter, using a single-shot bolt action rifle be able to get off three shots with any accuracy in just under six seconds?
5. If there was only one shooter, and that shooter was located in a building in back of the President, why does the fatal head shot appear to be delivered from the front? Also, why did many witnesses state that they heard and some saw men at the “grassy knoll” (a small hill) firing at the motorcade? This position would place shooters in the front of the motorcade in perfect position to deliver the fatal head shot. The Warren Commission consistently refused to admit any evidence suggesting shooters from the front of the President into their deliberations.

6.  How could a bullet traveling through two people lose only 1% of its weight, come through the ordeal virtually pristine, and do the damage that the bullet is claimed to have done? ( even the Warren Commission contributes to this controversy by pointing out that ballistics tests suggest that only 2.4 grams weight of fragments were missing from the single bullet-this is volume Five of its report-while it admits into testimony the statement of the attending physician, Dr. Shaw, who testified that he extracted over three grams of weight of fragments from the wrist of Connally – this is in volume Twenty Three- calling forth the question of how can there be more weight than actually existed? This issue further ignores the fact that to this day there is still a large bullet fragment in John Connally’s chest. In short, there cannot be more weight than in fact exists without creating a new law of physic.)

7. Why did Officer J.D. Tippit stop Oswald, the incident which resulted in the killing of Tippit? Tippit, who reportedly stopped Oswald at approximately 1:15 p.m., only had the description that the alleged assassin was a white male, 165 pounds, approximately 5’10” tall, and approximately 30 years old. At no point did Tippit have a more exact description or even a name of a suspect. Also, by all accounts of this shooting, Oswald was allowed to approach the squad car and lean into the passenger’s side window where a brief conversation took place before Tippit got out of the car and the shooting started. It should be remembered that Tippit was an eleven year veteran of the Dallas police department.

8. Why did Jack Ruby, a man with a long history in organized crime dating back to the Chicago gang of Al Capone, walk up to Oswald and shoot him? An equally, if not more important question, is how did Ruby, a person known to have a criminal past, walk into a secure police station and walk up unmolested to the most famous criminal in America and shoot him while in the direct physical control of the Dallas police, not to mention in full view of the various media and television cameras?


There are many more questions about the assassination than can be asked here. Chief among them are what importance did Oswald’s defection to the Soviet Union, his return to the United States and his subsequent support for communist Cuba have on his alleged actions? Who were Oswald’s associates in New Orleans and Dallas prior to the assassination; why did he have the name and phone number of David Ferrie on his possession at the time of his arrest? (Ferrie was known to have “right wing” political associations, indirect association with the intelligence community, as well as a passing acquaintance with elements of organized crime.)
In addition to the actions of Oswald, questions abound concerning the attitude of the various intelligence agencies of the United States government ( the CIA and the FBI ), the involvement of anti-Castro Cubans, members of organized crime ( particularly Santos Traficante and Marcello ), and the actions of the Castro government in Cuba.


(NOTE: this last mention of the Cuban government must be taken in its context. Unknown to the Warren Commission in 1963-1964, and withheld from the public until 1975, was the fact that the United States government was engaged in a plot, in concert with elements of organized crime, to assassinate Fidel Castro, the leader of communist Cuba. There were a number of unsuccessful attempts on Castro which might have promoted him to respond by assassinating Kennedy. It must be pointed out that there is no evidence that any foreign power-Cuba, the Soviet Union, - was involved in the assassination. Indeed, there is no serious speculation that any foreign power was involved.)

Final Report- Select Committee On Assassinations- U.S. House Of Representatives-1979

In response to many of the public outcries against the Warren Commission, the House of Representatives in 1977 voted to reopen the investigation of three assassinations which occurred in the 1960’s: John F Kennedy, Martin Luther King, and Robert F Kennedy. While many of the findings by the House mirror those of the Warren Commission, there are some significant differences:

1. Lee Harvey Oswald fired three shots at the President, the second and third shots hit Kennedy, and the third shot killed the President.



2. The shots that hit Kennedy were fired from the Texas School Book Depository – behind the President.

Now here’s the good stuff:



3. “SCIENTIFIC ACOUSTICAL EVIDENCE ESTABLISHES A HIGH PROBABILITY THAT TWO GUNMEN FIRED AT PRESIDENT KENNEDY



4. “THE COMMITTEE BELIEVES, ON THE BASIS OF THE EVIDENCE WAS AVAILABLE TO IT, THAT PRESIDENT JOHN F KENNEDY WAS PROBABLY ASSASSINATED AS A RESULT OF A CONSPIRACY.  THE COMMITTEE WAS UNABLE TO IDENTIFY THE OTHER GUNMAN OR THE EXTENT OF THE CONSPIRACY.

The essence of the above findings is that there were two or more shooters firing at the motorcade. The Committee concluded that Oswald was in the book depository while a second shooter was in the front by the “grassy knoll”. The shot fired from the knoll did not hit anything – at least according to the Committee. It is because of the acoustical evidence being enhanced to pick up the fourth shot and the analysis of the echo soundings determining the location of this fourth shot that we know that this shot came from the front of the motorcade. The presence of this second shooter gives rise to the suggestion that there was a conspiracy in the assassination of President John F Kennedy.


To this day, the elements of the conspiracy are not known. There is no end to speculation about who could be involved in this alleged conspiracy. Pretty much any organization that you can think of has been suggested to be a part of this conspiracy – foreign powers, the mafia, the CIA, right wing anti-communists, anti-Castro Cubans, just to name those most prominently mentioned. Virtually anybody who has studied the assassination has a pet theory about how it worked. Accusations abound about cover-ups, tampering with evidence, and interfering with witnesses.

Many of the critics of the government’s handling of the assassination demand that the case be reopened with an independent counsel having the authority to review all the evidence,  interview anybody with knowledge of the events in Dallas in 1963 (as well as compel compliance of various witnesses), and have the legal authority to bring criminal charges against anyone involved. These critics may have something in their request for such a legal investigation. What follows is a recent twist in the assassination story:

In 1980, the newspaper MIAMI HERALD printed a story which suggested that an ex-CIA officer by the name E. Howard Hunt (who was also involved in the Watergate scandal) was in Dallas on November 22, 1963 and may have been involved in a conspiracy to kill the president. At the time, Mr. Hunt was still an employee of the CIA.


Hunt sued the HERALD on the grounds that the newspaper intentionally printed a false story with the only intention to cause Hunt a harm. In 1981, a jury in a federal court returned a verdict in favor of Hunt. The HERALD appealed the verdict to the 11th Circuit Court claiming that because of an error at trial, the verdict should be overturned and a new trial ordered. It was.

In 1985, the HERALD hired a lawyer named Mark Lane to represent it. Lane said that the way he would defend the paper would be to prove in court – under the rules of evidence and to the satisfaction of a jury – that not only was Hunt involved in the assassination of President Kennedy but that he was working with the full knowledge and approval of the CIA. Lane would – again under the strict rules of evidence – place Hunt at the scene of the crime!

Lane proved his case and the paper won. In an interview on the steps of the courthouse, the foreman of the jury stated specifically that the reason that they voted in favor of the paper was that Lane proved the complicity of the CIA and demanded that the government re-open the case.   

