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Gangs of New York: Video Questions
1. Why was there a fight between the newly-arriving immigrants led by Vallon, and the natives, led by William Cutting?

2. As shown in the film, describe living conditions for many immigrants in 19th century New York.

3. Who was “Boss” Tweed and what position did he hold?
4. William Cutting, "Bill the Butcher", says, "Everybody owes and everybody pays. That's how you stand up to the rising tide.”  What was the rising tide?
5. Why were Irish immigrants being recruited to the Union army in the Civil War?
6. Who does Amsterdam Vallon describe as a "turtledove" and why?
7. Tammany Hall and “Boss” Tweed suggest what action to stop the gang fighting in New York City?



8. Does the film portray immigration in positive terms, as an opportunity for economic mobility or greater freedom, or in more negative terms? 
9. How is the immigrant treated by the new society? Is the immigrant discriminated against or victimized? 
10. How does the film present the problems of assimilation and acculturation? Positively, negatively, or with mixed emotions?
11. The gangs of Five Corners lived with little hope. What contemporary parallels do you see in this or other cultures?




7 Bill the Butcher says, "They vote the way their king and the man in the pointy hats tell them to vote.”  Who is he talking about, why did they feel this was something to ear of the new immigrants?

Answers:

1. Cutty represented the Protestant Scotch-Irish that had been in New York for decades. The newcomers were Catholic.

2. Wm. Tweed was a wealthy landowner who bought his way into state government and served as an advisor to the corrupt City Hall of the 1850s. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_M._…

3. The Rising Tide references the influx of Catholics with their higher birth rates. Cutty believed that Catholics would eventually outnumber Protestants and he wanted to keep the papists down and paying extortion money for as long as he could.

4. Anybody who could carry a gun was being recruited into both the Union and Confederate armies in those days. The body count was staggering and public opinion on the war had soured voluntary recruits. The war was very unpopular by this point and paying uneducated immigrants to die for a cause they didn't even understand was considered politically safer than drafting American citizens.

5. He's talking about Jenny the pickpocket. Turtledove meant she's sweet and soft of voice. A case of incredibly bad casting in that the character was ultimately portrayed by Cameron Diaz.

6. Sending in the police who were largely comprised of Protestant Irish-Americans who had no moral problem with busting Catholic heads.

7. "Their king" references the British Monarchy because Britain occupied Ireland at the time. However, it's a misnomer because the royal on the crown in the mid-1800s when the film takes place was actually Queen Victoria. "The man in the pointy hat" is obviously The Pope since the entire thrust of the film is the Protestant vs. Catholic animus that existed in New York in the 19th Century.

1. The natives (Butcher's guys) felt as if the immigrants were encroaching in the country. They were not welcome as far as the natives were concerned and the fight was to decide who would run the Five Points.

2. Boss Tweed a democratic politician in new york. see link.. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_M._Tweed

3. I believe this is the referring to the reformers and the politicians that were trying to "clean up" New York. 

4. Because the north was more open to immigrants, and the Army needed numbers. The Civil War was going on and the Army could use these immigrants. 

5. "Turtledoves" are females that go to the rich parts of town and dress like maids and rob the owners. He makes a comment that it "takes a lot of stones to be a turtledove." Jenny, who stole his pendant given to him by his father, goes downtown and pickpockets men, and partakes as a "turtledove."

6. Not exactly sure on this one. I think it has something to do with generating votes...

7. He is referring to the pope and the archbishop, and they are all catholic immigrants, so they are listening to the pope. This comes up because Boss Tweed agrees to help The Butcher if he can get all the Irish votes.
