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Mill Times: Video Questions

1. What was the most common material that people in New England once used to make clothing? wool 

2. A loom is used to create fabric or cloth. 

3. What was the energy source that once powered early mills? water 

4. What was the name of the fictional mill that Josiah Greshan and Shaddrack built? Huntington Mill 

5. An early mill could spin the same amount of material as how many people? 50 people 

6. How did mill owners access river energy? Owners built dams 

7. In what year did Samuel Slater build the first American mill? 1789 

8. The factory system began employing hundreds of workers. 

9. In what city of Massachusetts did Lowell build his famous textile mill? Lowell 

10. What did Lowell do to attract farm girls to work in his factories? Lowell offered good paying jobs and ensured that girls would not drink alcohol and would go to church. He also housed the girls in boarding houses and fed them very well. 

11. What day of the week did Lowell girls get off? Sunday 

12. What did some factory workers begin doing when unsafe working conditions, low wages, and long hours became unbearable? They formed unions or went on strike. 

13. What name did Slater give to the mill he built in 1806? Slatersville 

14. What was the new source of energy that made it possible to run a machine anytime and anyplace? Steam 

15. Why did many New England mills begin moving south? Steam replaced the necessity of river power, cotton was close by, and labor was cheaper. 

