Name_____________________________________________________
Block______

Shays’ Rebellion: America’s First Civil War

“10 Days That Unexpectedly Changed America”

1. “Dawn broke cold that day on January 25, 1787…” Where are these 1,000 guys standing (besides in the snow)? Outside the federal arsenal in Springfield, Massachusetts. Why did this group of farmers and ex-Revolutionary War soldiers want weapons and ammo?
​​​_____________________________________________________________________________________

2. The events of this day would bring national conflicts to a head and lead to the creation of _______________________________ of the United States.

Part 1: Washington Retires

3. November 2, 1783: George Washington tides into Rock Hill, NJ, and is hailed as a hero.  Washington reads his prepared statement and takes a phrase from Shakespeare (Henry V) when he asks, “Who could image that the men who came from the different parts of the continent would instantly become but one patriotic _____________________________________________.”

4. Washington turn in his commission and rides off to _______________________(Virginias) as the American Cincinnatus.

Part 2: America After the Revolution

5. What was America like in the 1780’s? One school of historians refer to it as _____________________.

6. Social dislocation and economic chaos “meant that America was going to hell __________________.”

7. According to Carol Berkin, Baruch College, “The Articles of Confederation…had almost no powers. Congress couldn’t tax; they could run ______________________, that was one of their big powers.”

Part 3: Samuel Adams (the instigator not the beer)

8. Washington was 51 when he retired from public service.  Massachusetts’ Samuel Adams was _____ years old when he retired after the Revolutionary War.
9. At the Second Continental Congress, Adams realized he was different from the other colonies’ delegates from the other colonies. He knew he had different values.  In and address to the news Congress after the 1783 peace treaty Adams voiced his concerns over the divisions among the States. In contrast to Washington’s retirement, Adams returned to Boston ________________________ and ____________________.

Part 4: Daniel Shays (1747-1825)

10. At age 36, Daniel Shays returned home to western Massachusetts seeking peace and solitude. Battles in which Captain Shays had participated included:

____________________(1775)   __________________________(1777) _____________________(1777)

11. Shays was honored by the Marquis de Lafayette when Lafayette gave him a ______________________.

12. Before the Revolution, Shays and his wife had bought a small farm in _______________, Massachusetts.

13. After war broke out, Shays decided to seek his fortune by the ____________ instead of the ____________.

14. When soldiers returned after the war, they were to be paid in British pounds, but the value of their pay was only about _______________ of the original value. One story told of soldiers wallpapering their houses with _______________________ because it was worthless.

15. Upon return to Pelham (Mass.), Shays’ is chosen to be on the _________________________.

16. In Massachusetts there was a conflict between the ruling elite of _________________ Massachusetts’ 
merchants and the debtor-farmers of the __________________________ part of the state.

Part 5: A Nation in Crisis

17. When the Revolution began, the demand for food products _______________, so the farmers borrowed money to plant more of their land and began to produce for the increased market.

18. When the Revolution ended, the demand for produce decreased. Farmers were in financial trouble 
because they still owed their _____________________________.

19. Farmers’ options were bleak. To meet their debts, they could ________________ their farm at auction but would have no means to support their families.

20. Secondly, somebody (bank, creditor) could come in and seize their _______, their ________, their______

21. Third, farmers could end up in debtors’ _______________________________.

22. By 1786, debtors made up ______% of prisoners in “Wooster” (Worcester).

23. Spring 1786, in Conkey’s Tavern in Pelham Mass., ___________________________________ told the patrons that the Massachusetts courts “were in cahoots with eastern creditors.” 

24. “_________________________________________,” Shays replied. “And they can’t take our property away and throw us in jail.”

25. The Seeds of _______________________________ had been planted.

Part 6: Seeds of Rebellion

26. Previously, Shays had been taken to court _______________ for debts by retailers, so he was afraid he was going to lose his land and crops.

27. Not only would a man lose his farm and livelihood to provide for his family, but he would also lose his status in his country. He would no longer be a _______________ because to vote he had to prove he owned land.

28. The political elite of Massachusetts were located, for the most part, in _________________________.

29. There was a wide cultural, economic, and _______________________ gap between eastern Massachusetts and the western part of the colony.

30. For decades and decades there was a tradition to have _____________________________ by the people when they felt there was some economic inequity or some invasion of people’s rights.
31. During the summer of 1786 all over western Massachusetts ______________________ were held to determine a list of demands (petitions) to be delivered to government leaders in Boston.

32. Sam Adams had returned to politics (actually he never really left; he served in the State Senate from (1781-1788 and was governor from 1794-1797) and had become ________________________ of the State Senate.

33. One of Adams’ first acts was to call and end to County __________________________________.

34. The irony of Samuel Adams’ position in the 1780’s on the conventions and protestors is that they were using the exact same tactics and strategies he had used to incite revolution in 17____.

35. Shays’ and his men had tried the ways of _______________, ______________________, and __________________.”

36. They had tried to seek justice legally, and they had been ____________________________.

37. Shays was so in debt that he had to sell ________________________________________________.

38. In the fall of 1786, Shays began to muster and train an ______________________________.

39. When the Continental Army went to war against the British, the soldiers wore a piece of _________________ in their hats as a symbol against tyranny.

Part 7:Taking Up Arms

40. By 1786, post-Revolution America was in economic chaos: Loss of personal property, imprisonment, business closings, and the States were teetering on the brink of bankruptcy.

41. September 29, 1786, 1,000 men stopped the court proceedings in _______________________.

42. The Shaysites mission was to shut down the courts by _____________________________________.

43. Why did Shays and his men want the courts closed? _____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

44. The Shaysites closed courts in ____________________________ , 
____________________________ , _________________________________.

45. The uprising attracted nearly ________________________ rebels spread across New England.

46. In Boston, Sam Adams declared that “the man who rebels against the republic ought to suffer ______________________.”

47. Adams wrote and put into law several new measures against the rebellion. The punitive laws included _____________________________ (1786), which stated that if you were a militiaman and engaged in actions against the government or stopped the courts, you could be put to death.

48. Secondly, the Massachusetts government suspended the _____________________________, which means they could imprison any person.

49. Another act was the ______________________________ (1786), if more than 12 people got together for any purpose construed as negative, they could be jailed, lose their property, and tried for treason.

Part 8: The General’s Response
50. _____________________________ read letters from across the nation detailing the troubles.

51. Knox numbered the Shaysites between _________________________ and said they threatened every man of principle and property in New England.

52. “The government must be….changed to protect our lives and our ____________________________.”

53. Washington advises the Boston politicians: “if (the rebels’) have real grievances, redress them __________________.

54. Instead of redressing the grievances, Adams sent ________________ cavalry into western Mass. To 
__________________________________________________________________.

55. The cavalry went as far west as Groton, Mass., captured a guy named Joe Shattuck and trhee other people, took them back to Boston. However, during the capture/arrest, Joe Shattuck’s _____________________ and another insurgent were ______________________.

56. The Articles of Confederation had rendered the Federal Government _________________________ to aid Massachusetts.

57. James Bowdoin, the governor of Massachusetts, created a ________________________ to go against 
the rebels financed by ______________________________________.

58. Lincoln’s mercenary army numbered ________________________.

59. The federal arsenal at Springfield held _______________________ tons of war supplies.

60. According to the video, Shays had __________________- men; Lincoln had ________________, and 
_______________________ militia under Gen. William Shepherd protected the armory.

61. Samuel Adams feared a __________________ was at hand.

Part 9: A Civil War Looms
62. When Shays’ men got within 100 yards of the arsenal, Shepherd’s cannon _____________________.

63. How many rebels were killed? _____________________ How many were wounded? _____________

64. In February 3, 1787, Lincoln’s army surprised the Shaysites (in Petersham, Mass.) and captures _____________.

65. Shays escaped to _____________________, while small bands attempted ill-fated attacks on the courthouses.

Part 10: Aftermath of Rebellion
66. Within a few weeks, the 150 men imprisoned rebels were sentenced to ______________________.

67. How many men were pardoned? ______________

68. The remaining _________________ were marched to the gallows.

67. Their necks were put in a noose, but a last-minute pardon (by newly-elected Gov. John Hancock) _______________ their lives.

68. The prevalent feeling among politicians was that if something dramatic were not done immediately, the United States, which was only a few years old, would ____________________.

69. Finally, ____________________________ consented to preside over the Philadelphia Convention.

Part 11 & 12: Shays Legacy and the Constitutional Convention

70. Shays was pardoned in 1788 if he pledged an oath of allegiance to the US and surrendered some of his rights for three years – the right to vote, the right to run for office, the right to be a school teacher and tavern-owner (what’s the difference really).
71. At 73, Shays applied for military pension, and at 78 her received (_____ /month) but died later that year. 
