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Civil War: Political Cartoon

[image: image1.jpg]A well-known contemporary draw-
ing gives a dramatic view of
Brooks caning Sumner. Beneath
Sumner’s left hand is a scroll in-
scribed “Kansas. " The cartoon’s i-
tle is “Southern Chivalry—Argu-
ment versus Clubs





In 1856, Preston Brooks, a Representative from South Carolina attacked the outspoken anti-slavery Senator Charles Sumner in the Senate chamber. He beat him severely and Sumner’s injuries prevented him from attending the Senate for the next three years.
Questions

1. Do you believe the artist is supportive of Rep. Brooks or that of Sen. Sumner?
2. How does the artist depict the reactions of other senators in the chamber?
3. Speculate what Sen. Sumner was doing prior to the attack?
4. Speculate why Rep. Brooks’s face is not depicted?
5. Do you believe the artist is supportive of Rep. Brooks or that of Sen. Sumner? Briefly state why?
6. How does the artist depict the reactions of other senators in the chamber?
7. Speculate what Sen. Sumner was doing prior to the attack?
8. Speculate why Rep. Brooks’s face is not depicted?
