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Sons of Liberty: An Interactive Activity

For this activity, you’ll need to access the following link: http://www.mrtripodi.org/sonsofliberty/21.html.  As you choose your way through history, fill out this data sheet. When you’re finished with the activity – finished is defined as exploring at least three different outcomes – answer the essay questions.


1. What’s your occupation in this story? 

2. What’s been hurting business?

3. Describe the difference between your attitude toward

Britain, and your business partner’s.

4. What kind of tactics did the Sons of Liberty use to recruit

new members?

5. Describe briefly one of your paths through this activity.

What happened? What were the consequences?

Answer each of the short essay prompts below. Minimum 100 words.

1. What types of people were more or less likely to join the patriot cause? What were the risks of joining? What were the risks of not joining? Would you have joined the Sons of Liberty without knowing independence would prevail?

2. Have you ever had to decide between doing what’s right and doing what’s legal? Describe the circumstances, explain the choice you made, and the reasons you made that choice. Compare it to the choices you made in the activity.

3. Were the Sons of Liberty terrorists or patriots? Define both terms, then define the Sons of Liberty as one or the other. Defend your answer.
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Sons of Liberty: Roots of Radicalism

Directions:

1. Read the paragraph.

2. Present the paragraph a different way. Make meaning out of what you are reading by rewriting it in your own words, drawing a comic strip, creating a representational image, etc.

PARAGRAPH 1:

During the Parliamentary debate over the Stamp Act (1765), Isaac Barré referred to the American opponents of the new tax as the "Sons of Liberty." Secret radical groups in the colonies adopted this name and worked to oppose the stamp tax and other later parliamentary revenue programs.


PARAGRAPH 2:

Membership in the Sons of Liberty was largely middle class with more upper-class representation than lower. Relationships were often negotiated with street elements, which sometimes conducted violent actions — often without the Sons' approval. A streak of conservatism remained a hallmark of the Sons until the 1770s. Initially they saw their role as the organizers of protests against specific government policies and not as the disrupters of royal authority.

PARAGRAPH 3:

The first such group was formed in New York City in the fall of 1765. Its leaders were Isaac Sears and Alexander McDougall, both prosperous self-made men and neither a beneficiary of inherited wealth. Loyalty to these men was widespread among the city's working elements. 


PARAGRAPH 4:

One of their first contributions to Stamp Act opposition was to enforce non-importation agreements. Greedy merchants would occasionally handle forbidden products, if the price were right. If discovered, the New York Sons of Liberty would force the guilty merchants to make humiliating public confessions. There were few repeat offenders. The New Yorkers also were active with contacting other colonies andencouraging resistance through committees of correspondence.

PARAGRAPH 5:

Not all New York demonstrations remained peaceful. In May 1766, the Sons interrupted the opening performance at a new theater by shouting, “Liberty!” and forcing the audience into the street. Wigs and other signs of class distinction were taken from the theatergoers. The building was pulled down and the resulting jumble of wood was used for a great bonfire.

PARAGRAPH 6:

Sam Adams and Paul Revere headed the Sons of Liberty in Massachusetts. The Sons there also organized demonstrations, enforced boycotts, and occasionally resorted to violence to advance their agenda. Similar

groups were later formed in the Carolinas, Virginia & Georgia. The Sons of Liberty's influence waned in most of the colonies following the repeal of the Stamp Act in early 1766. However, the movement was revived with the passage of the Townshend Acts in 1767, and would remain a fixture of American resistance to the time of independence.

Choose one of the outbound links in the activity and summarize it below in a paragraph.








