Contemporary Issues Course Expectations
Mr. Bailey
Room 704

Introduction

Contemporary Issues is a class designed to help you understand a variety of issues that are significant in today’s world.  Throughout the semester we will be studying societies around the world with an emphasis on American culture. We will be examining many issues which may affect your own life or the lives of those around you.  Many of these issues are controversial and offer more than one solution.  It is the goal of this course not only to make you aware of the pressing social issues in our society, but to help you develop your own views and ideas about the these issues.

Expectations


The most important quality you should bring with you to class everyday is an open mind.  Most of you will already have your own opinions on many of the topics that we will be discussing.  However, the best way to educate yourself about an issue such as the death penalty is to hear both sides of the debate.  You may decide afterward that you still feel strongly about your original position, but at least be open to hearing opposing views.  This class will be most successful if we are able to have constructive debates. This means allowing others to be heard and not just talking over one another.  You will come to realize that there is no right or wrong regarding these issues- only different perspectives. 

Academically, you will be required to complete many reading and writing assignments on current issues.  You will also take classroom notes and do research and therefore should have a separate notebook for this purpose.  You are required to keep a 3-ring binder.  You will have quizzes on a regular basis as well as several tests and longer papers/projects that will be due throughout the semester.  We are not using a textbook for this course.  This means that students who are absent will need to see me after school to receive any missed notes or other important information that was provided in class.  We will be following current events using daily newspapers, magazines, and/or TV news broadcasts.  Students who are absent frequently will find it difficult to keep up with the assignments.  Papers/projects that are not passed in on time will lose 10 points for each day that they are late.  Papers are expected to be in on the day they are due whether you are in school that day or not.  

Class Participation

Classroom discussion gives us all the opportunity to talk about course content and listen to

what each other has to say. It is important to respect your fellow classmates and their perspectives during discussions. Feel free to challenge each other (and me!), but do it in a respectful manner. Participation means coming to class prepared and contributing to the discussion regularly. Asking questions and offering comments or answers are equally important to creating a lively and meaningful discussion. Remember, any question you have is an important question. Any comment you want to make is an important comment. If you have any problems with participation please feel free to come speak with me about it. Participation makes up a large portion of your final grade. SO, DON’T BAIL OUT ON CLASS PARTICIPATION! For the course to be successful, we all need to be active members of our learning community…

Absences and Makeup Work
Attendance and participation are an extremely important part of this class.  Class discussions and activities are essential and, when missed, are difficult to duplicate outside of class.  It is your responsibility to find out what assignment must be made up.  I will not track you down for makeup work!  Nightly homework assignments are recorded on the board.  All makeup work must be done within one week of the original due date.  Effort is the key to success in this class! 

Office Hours:

My office hours are from Tuesday and Thursday 2:15-3:00, as well as by appointment.  You may set up an appointment by e-mailing me or stopping by my room. If you have any questions, comments, suggestions or problems during the semester, please feel free to come speak with me.

Please arrive to class on time and prepared every day with a writing utensil and your binder!!!

All school rules are enforced in my classroom and inappropriate and disrespectful behavior will not be tolerated.

Contact Information
The easiest and most convenient way to reach me is through e-mail.  Please feel free to e-mail me at the following address:  cbailey@quaboagrsd.org

Parents can leave me a voice mail at box #2009.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Please tear along the dotted line

Please sign below if you read and understood the course expectations.  Please return by Friday, January 28.

Parent or Guardian Signature: 
_____________________________________________________

Student Signature: 
_____________________________________________________
