STUDY GUIDE 

     VIETNAM  WAR
UNIT OUTCOME: Students will evaluate the Vietnam Conflict by analyzing the causes, conduct, and consequences of this conflict.  
UNIT OUTLINE:


I. Historical Phases


A. 1945-1954 (   Revolutionary War Phase   (Goal: Independence from France)


B. 1954-1975 (   Civil War Phase   (Communists vs. non-Communists)


 
1. 1964-1968  (   “Americanization” Phase   (Escalation of U.S. involvement)



2. 1969-1975  (   “Vietnamization” Phase   (U.S. turns war over to South Vietnam)



II. Conduct of Vietnam War (Causes of U.S. Failure)


A. Underestimated Vietnamese



B. Tactics unsuitable for terrain



1. Ambushed




2. Lost Battle for “Hearts & Minds”



C. Short Terms of Service


D. Political Micromanagement



E. Reliance on the “Body Count”



F. Tet Offensive




1. Credibility Gap




2. Media Coverage



G. Poor Morale


III. Home Front


A. Credibility Gap


B. 1968



1. Assassinations




2. Chicago DNC



C. Anti-War Movement


D. Vietnam Draft



E. Conservative Backlash



1. Silent Majority




2. Kent State Massacre


IV. Consequences of Vietnam War


A. Divided the Nation’s people


B. Defeated “Great Society”



C. Distrust of Government (Lost faith in leadership)


D. Fear of future military engagements ( “Vietnam Syndrome”


E. Hmong Immigration to United States
ESSENTIAL QUESTION:

How did the United States lose the Vietnam War despite its military winning nearly every battle?

TEXTBOOK: 
Chapter 21 
KEY PEOPLE:

John F. Kennedy


Lyndon B. Johnson

Richard Nixon
Vietminh.



Ho Chi Minh


Vietcong (VC)

Ngo Dinh Diem


William Westmoreland
Robert F. Kennedy 
Hubert H. Humphrey


Lt. William Calley

Robert McNamara 
Eugene McCarthy


Walter Cronkite
KEY CONCEPTS / EVENTS / DATES / PLACES: 
Dien Bien Phu



Saigon / Hainoi 

Geneva Accords

Operation Rolling Thunder

Gulf of Tonkin Incident
Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
My Lai Massacre


Kent State


Tet Offensive (1968)

Khe Sanh



Americanization

Vietnamization

Cambodian Incursion


War Powers Act

“Hearts & Minds”
1968 DNC in Chicago


Hue



Vietnam Draft
VOCABULARY:

ARVN 



Credibility Gap 

Domino Theory 
Doves 

Escalation 


Geneva Accords 

Hawk 


Ho Chi Minh Trail Kent State (University) 
My Lai (Massacre) 

Napalm 

New Left 

NVA


Search-and-Destroy Missions 
Silent Majority 
Tet (Offensive) 

Tonkin Gulf Resolution 
Vietcong 


Vietnamization 
War Powers Act 
KEY ISSUES:


1. Why did the United States get involved in the Vietnam War?

2. Why did the United States fail to achieve its objectives in Vietnam?

3. How was 1968 the worst year in American history?

4. How was the Tet Offensive the turning point of the Vietnam War?

5. How did the Anti-War Movement evolve during the Vietnam War?

6. What were the consequences of the Vietnam War?
