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Block _____
WebQuest: Creating the Declaration of Independence
1. Who were the five men who initially drafted the Declaration of Independence and what did each of them do?  

	Name
	What he did?

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


2. Briefly describe the creation of the Declaration of Independence from idea to signing.
3. Read through the Declaration of Independence (it’s all right to skim.  Just make sure to re-familiarize yourself with the format and basic themes).  According to the second paragraph, what is the purpose of government?

4. What do the people have the right to do if their government goes against its original intent?

5. List one historical source for this idea. (Look under Interactive Declaration of Independence—Pursuit of Happiness—Where Did This Idea Come From?)
6.  Copy down a quote from that source that references this idea.

*7. The Founding Fathers used this idea to justify the American Revolution.  What are some other historical events that have been or could have been justified by this idea?  Use your knowledge of American and world history to answer this question.

8.  According to the Declaration, who are created equal?  
9.  How was the answer in question #8 interpreted in years to come?  Be sure to give specific details.
*10. Using what you know about commonly held view points during the late 18th century, how do you think Jefferson originally intended it?  
11.  What percentage of the Declaration is composed of the British monarchy’s “abuses?”

12.  List three events that led to the drafting of the Declaration of independence.


1.


2.


3.

13. Find at least one abuse from the Declaration of Independence that is related to each of your events, and list them here.

	Event
	Abuse

	
	

	
	

	
	


*14.  American history classes usually claim that the Declaration of Independence is a document filled with new, revolutionary ideas. In what ways is this true, and in what was is it false?

