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WHY WE FIGHT (2005)
A Follow-Along Video Lecture and Partial Test Grade 
Preliminary Questions:

A.  Why was the U.S. in a war with Iraq?

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

B.  Why is the U.S. at war in Afghanistan?

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

C.  Define: foreign policy: ____________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

democracy:________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

liberty:____________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

imperialism: _______________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________

WHY WE FIGHT (2005)

1.  Already you have read and answered questions about President Dwight D. Eisenhower’s 1961 Farewell Speech.  Now, through the wonders of video and DVD, you get to see and hear selections from the speech.  “We have been compelled to create a permanent armaments industry of vast proportions.”  
2.   Senator John McCain (R-AZ) asserts that America should do everything it can to spread _______________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________________. 
3.   President John F. Kennedy: “We shall pay any price, bear any burden, to assure the survival and success of 

_________________.”
4.  President Lyndon B. Johnson: “We seek neither territory nor bases; we fight for the principle of __________ 
_____________________________________________.

5.  President Ronald Reagan: “America’s strength and yes it’s military power have been a force for 

________________________________________________________ .”
6.  President Bill Clinton: “By keeping our military strong, by using force where we must, America is making a 

difference for people here and ________________________________________.” 

7.  President George W. Bush: “Our cause is just.  And no matter how long it takes, we will defeat __________ 
_________________________________________________________________.”

8.  Wilton Sekzer, NYPD, talks about September 11, 2001.  Whom did Officer Sekzer lose in the 9/11 attack on the World Trade Center?
9.  Former CIA agent Chalmers Johnson (1967-1973) defines ______________________ “as the unintended consequences of foreign operations that were deliberately kept secret from the American public, so that when the retaliation comes (the blowback), the American public is not able to put in context, to put cause and effect together, so that they come up with questions like – Why do they hate us?”
10.  According to Johnson, “Our government did not want the question asked, ‘What were their motives?’ and 

instead chose to say, ‘They were just _______________________.’”
11.  Officer Wilton Sekzer expressed the anger of the many people in the U.S. when he says, 

“Somebody _________________________________________________________________________.”
12.  Immediately after 9/11/01, how many people assembled in Tehran, Iran, in favor of the U.S.? 

____________________________________________________

13.  Joseph Cirincione, Carnegie Endowment for Peace, explains that world opinion after 9/11/01 went from 

support and sympathy to animosity and asks, “_______________________________________________?”
14.  Author Gore Vidal says, “We live here in the United States of ____________________. No one else remembers anything that happened before Monday morning (September 11).”
15.  A film montage shows several U.S. military interventions since the ‘50s.  Charles Lewis, Center for Public Integrity, states that “When you look at the history of the United States, for almost every president there is something we don’t like somewhere in the world and we gotta dispense military force.”   
16.  “This is not about one president nor one party, we fight as a nation because we perceive it is in our interest to fight and we then mention words like freedom and nice common values – who could be against freedom – when in fact much more has been going on privately.”
17.  Chalmers Johnson (ex-CIA): “With the collapse of the Soviet Union (1991), the U.S. led by Dick Cheney (current vice president and former Secretary of Defense, 1989-1993)) and Paul Wolfowitz (current Deputy Secretary of Defense and former Undersecretary of Defense Policy, 1989-1993) wrote a plan in 1992, a grand strategy.  It was our destiny… to maintain and expand our military (power).”  

Write the headlines and subtitles of The New York Times front page story from Sunday, March 8, 1992: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________________

18.  “On 9/11, they began _________________________________________________________.”
19. William Kristol, Project for the New American Century, said, “September 11th is really the event that 

changed American ___________________________________________.”
20.  Lt. Col. Karen Kwiatkowski, U.S. Dept. of Defense (ret.), said, “The war in Iraq had nothing to do with 

___________________________________________.”
21.  John McCain explains, “The Bush Doctrine is that _______________________ strikes (as opposed to defensive strikes) … now have to be contemplated under certain scenarios.”
22. Explain: Pre-emption - ____________________________________________________________________

23.  March 19, 2003, the U.S. Air Force Stealth Fighter Wing was ordered to conduct a precise air-strike in a 

location in southern ______________________, Iraq.
24.  Johnson (former CIA) maintains that the U.S. Doctrine of Pre-emption “has been in the works for ______.”
25.  World War II recap including the U.S. A-bombs on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in August 1945.
26.  John S. D. Eisenhower (ret. Brig. Gen. and son of Pres. Eisenhower) describes his father: “He was a five-

star general, yet he was never a _______________________________________.”
27.  According to Gore Vidal (author, historian): Why was “a decision made that the U.S. remain militarized 

permanently”? ______________________________________________________________
28.  The news reel states: “A program was designed to make America the Arsenal of ____________________.”
29.  Vidal explains: “We were going to maintain dominance not just in Europe, not just in Japan but of the 

entire ____________________.”
30.  “Why Do We Fight?” is a question Americans have been answering since World War II.  According to the WWII film, “We’re fighting for liberty, the most expensive luxury known to man.”  Several Americans try to answer the question regarding the war in Iraq -  

With which answer do you agree?__________________________________________________________
31.  Lt. Col. Karen Kwiatkowski, (ret.), explains that over the past fifty years, “We are seeing a disconnection 

of foreign policy from ___________________________________________________.”
32. Torn by his son’s death, Officer Sekzer asks, “What can I do ____________________________________.”  

33.  Anh Duong, scientist for the Indian Head Division at the Naval Surface Warfare Center (Dep. of Defense Energetics Center in Maryland), heads a payload team.  Payload is the “nomenclature” for _______________.
34.  “Our mission was to quickly mechanize a “penetrater.” (spelling?)  What does a “penetrater” do? 
_________________________________________________________________________________________
35.  A question: “Is it better to attack an enemy before or after that enemy develops nuclear weapons?” _______
36.  Opinions differ as to the reasons for declaring war on Iraq.  Military historian Gwynne Dyer states: “The War on Iraq was about repositioning the United States as the country that must be _____________...Anybody who defies the U.S. will be ______________________.”
37.  Col. Richard Treadway, commander Stealth Fighter Squadron, saw the decision to attack Iraqi leadership 

(on March 19, 2003) as __________________________________.  It was a new way of making war.” 

38.  Bonus: What was the name of the new payload: _________________________________________.
39.  James Roche, Sec. of the Air Force: “The single hardest target to attack is a ________________________.”
40.  Richard Perle, advisor to the U.S. Dept. of Defense, explains: “Sometimes before you can bring about 

democratic change, you have __________________________________the obstacle to democratic change.”

41.  Joseph Cirincione, Carnegie Endowment for Peace, believes the point for attacking Iraq was “to transform the Middle East…They (the Bush Administration) want to spread democracy around the world

_____________________________________________________________________________________.” 
42.  John McCain summarizes the debate and controversy over America’s role in policing the world by stating:
The debate begins with how far does the United States go and when does it go from a force for good to a force 

for ________________________________.”

43.  William Kristol, Project for the New American Century, sees the “great threat to the future is not American 
power and American strength.  (The great threat to the future) would be American ___________________ and 

American ____________________________________.
44.  Define: The Domino Theory: ______________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

45.  Post-World War II (1948-1952) the western world’s defense budgets increased how much?_____________ 
46. In the Eisenhower Era (1953-1961), the cost of one “modern heavy bomber” equaled ______ brick schools, 
two electric _____________________________________, two ______________________________________, 

47.  “We pay for a single fighter plane with a half-million (500,000) bushels of _________________________; 

a single destroyer with new homes that could have housed ___________________________”

48.  Eisenhower realized that “Modern weapons take __________________ from the _______________ and 

__________________________________ from the _____________________________.
49.  After seeing the U.S. build (military) program after program, the military-industrial complex became so 

powerful that Eisenhower once remarked: “God help this country when someone sits at this desk (Presidency) 

who doesn’t know as much about the ___________________________ as I do.”
50.  Listen to Eisenhower’s 1961 Farewell Speech, the same speech you’ve read and completed questions.
51.  Now watch the air shows…
52.  According to the video” Today, the United States spends more on _________________ than on all other discretionary parts of the federal budget combined.”  Of course, this statement makes asks, “What, exactly, are the ‘discretionary parts of the federal budget’?”
53. Donald Rumsfeld, Sec. of  Defense, is shown asking Congress for __________________ billion for fiscal 2005.  Alas, exactly what is the money for? The video gives us the clip only, but it is the defense budget…
54.  Senator Robert Byrd (D-West Vir.) is shown stating: “Our country spends more on defense than all of the other 18 members of NATO plus China, Russia.”  Note: Byrd has been a senator since 1959!
55.  Look at the chart (one of many you can find on-line) of the Federal Budget.  

Federal Spending totaled $2.7 trillion ($2,700,000,000,000).  How much is that per day? $7.4 billion
How much is that per hour? $308,333,333  How much per minute? $5,140,000  How much per second?$85,666

Let’s try to put these vast amounts of money into perspective:  
How much is one billion?  If you could spend $1,000 per day since the day Christ was born (That’s over 2000 years of spending $1,000 each day…), you still would have not spent $1 billion.  As a matter of fact, you’re $1000 per day spending spree would last over another 700 years!

One billion:  If you counted each second starting right now, you would not reach one billion for 31 years, 8 months...
No wonder Rumsfeld said: “From my standpoint, I think numbers are almost distracting.”  
56.  Sen. McCain reminds us that Eisenhower worried that “(budgetary) priorities would be set by what benefits 

corporations rather than by what benefits the ______________________.”
57.  Joseph Cirincione, Carnegie Endowment for Peace, argues that “The budget is ______________________ -  Competition for contracts between very large competitors.” 
58.  Donna Ellington, director of Raytheon Missile Systems (Arizona), explains that Raytheon’s job is to 

provide tactical missiles for ________________________________________________.”
59. Col. Richard Treadway, commander Stealth Fighter Squadron, describes the military definition of “The American Way of War”:  

“Overwhelming _______________________ supported by overwhelming _____________________.”   

60. Define logistics:  “For every shooter (soldier on land, sea, or air), there are __________ behind supporting, 

providing _____________________, _______________________, __________________, _______________”
61.  Franklin Spinney, Analyst for the U.S. Dept. of Defense 1977-2003, “People don’t understand the larger architecture of how the Pentagon works.”  Listen to how a military contract is initiated and achieved.
62.  According to our friend, former CIA agent Chalmers Johnson, “The B-2 (Stealth) bomber has a piece of it made in every state.  Explain why:
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________________________

63.  Cirincione believes that today, the military-industrial complex has three links. Name the 

third link:_______________.  Military spending means jobs.  Jobs add up to many ________________.”
64.  Charles Lewis, Center for Public Integrity, explains how the three-link system functions:  “After 9/11, at least 71 companies received contracts to go into Afghanistan and Iraq.  All of the top ten companies had former officials who had worked for the government or the Pentagon on their boards of directors or as their top executives.  
It’s known as the _______________________________________________.  And people cash in all the time.”
65.  Lewis continues, “The number one recipient of contracts was Vice President Cheney’s Halliburton and its 

subsidiary KBR - Kellogg, Brown and Root, The Army’s Contractor on the _______________________.”
67.  How many KBR employees were in the field around the world in 2005? _______________________
68.  “Things that troops used to do … now __________________________ do it.”  
69.  Richard Perle, an advisor for the U.S. Dept. of Defense, counters: “Somebody has to do this work and the Halliburton thing (allegations of collusion with VP Cheney) is just an outrageous effort to associate the 

______________________ with the activities of a company which he has no connection, no connection at all.”
70.  Charles Lewis, Center for Public Integrity, rebuts Perle’s assertion.  “In August 1992, there was a $9 million contract to Kellogg, Brown and Root to study the idea should the Pentagon start using the private sector to do some of the support type functions like food service, latrine duty, but maybe even some military things as well.
And the Secretary of Defense at the time (1992) was ___________________________.
71.  “So Cheney gives the contract out; KBR comes back and says, ‘This is a terrific idea.’  The next 10 years 

(KBR and Halliburton) get ______________________ government contracts to do just that.”
72.  From 1995 until 2000, who served as Chairman of the Board and Chief Executive Officer of Halliburton?  

And today remains a major stockholder in the company? _________________________________________
73.  According to the Center for Public Integrity, “Cheney’s net worth went from $1 million or less to

____________________________ million in the span of five years.
74.  “We elected a government contractor as  _______________________________________.”
75.  Perle again counters, “Vice President Cheney wouldn’t ____________________________.”
76.  Lewis maintains, “We (the U.S.) have a process … where the corporate interests that stand to benefit are so 

intertwined with the political forces that the ____________________ elites and the __________________ elites have become the same people.”
77.  On October 10, 2002, Congress passed Joint resolution 114, allowing the President to use force against ___.
78.  Karen Kwiatkowski says, “When _______________________ ,who understand contracts and future contracts, look at war, they have a different cost-benefit analysis (than families of soldiers who may die).”  
79.  Chalmers Johnson claims the defense budget was $750 million and profits went up over 25%.  “I guarantee 

you,” he warns, “when __________ becomes that profitable, you’re going to see _______________________.”
80.   “From a soldier’s perspective (answering ‘Why do we fight?’),” a Stealth pilot says,  “It’s not ours to 
decide.  We _____________________________________________________.”

81.  The military believes it can minimize collateral damage.  Define - collateral damage:__________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________

82.  Is this true? Explain ___________________________________________________________________
83.  Between 2002-2003, how much money did the Pentagon spend on recruitment advertising?_____________
84.  Spinney claims that our military recruiters “appeal to people’s self-interests then put them into a situation 

which is based on self-_________________________________.”
85.  Spinney sees more of separation (a gap) between the military and the middle and upper middle 

classes in America than the gap that existed under the _______________________ era (pre-1973).
86.  “Having a ________________________________ makes the military much easier to use…Objections don’t carry as much water.” – Franklin Spinney
87.  Officer Sekzer, former Vietnam helicopter door-gunner, expressed the feelings of many pre-Vietnam soldiers when he says, “I grew up knowing that should the situation arise, you always answered the call when 

your country made the call… If the bugle calls, ________________________________.”
88.  Charles Lewis, Center for Public Integrity, states; “We have been lied to in every military escapade over the 

past _________________ years – without exception.”
89.  Note:  If you have time to Google or Yahoo or AskJeeves, look up the Gulf of Tonkin.  Basically, in August 1964, the North Vietnamese torpedo boats supposedly launched attacks on two American destroyers in The Gulf of Tonkin (off the southern coast of China, north of Vietnam).  President Johnson explained the attacks to the American public and a few days later Congress passed the Gulf of Tonkin resolution, which allowed the President to defend American ships, aid South Vietnam, and get us into the Vietnam War. 
90. Lewis continues, “We don’t like to think of ourselves as a militant nation, but we are, in fact, an incredibly 

militant and militaristic nation.  It is not a view of ourselves that we want to carry around, but the fact is _____
91.  “Today’s demon was yesterday’s _______________.  Al in the name of either the Cold War or for 
_________________________________________________.”

92.  “It’s basically economic colonialism (imperialism)… We want our companies to _________________ in your country.”
93.  Chalmers Johnson (ex-CIA) explains, “Oil is what drives the military machine of every country; control of 
oil is indispensable.  When you run out of it, your army ___________________________.”
94.  “There is a direct connection between events that happened 50 years ago and the war in _________ today.” 

TRY TO FOLLOW ALONG WITH CHALMERS JOHNSON
95.  “1953: Prime Minister Mossadegh of Iran became angry that the British were “ripping off” his country’s natural resources (oil) and he wanted a greater share of the profits.  The British asked the U.S. for help; the U.S. (uner Eisenhower) claimed Mossadegh was a communist and set-up a CIA coup.  The result: The Shah of Iran came to power, created a repressive regime, and led to a revolution in 1979 which now has an Iranian government that is violently anti-American.
96. Saddam Hussein of Iraq became an ally because he was anti-Iranian.  The Iran-Iraq War drags on through the ‘80s (1980-1988) and Hussein’s forces begin to weaken.  In steps the U.S. with Donald Rumsfeld (President Reagan's Special Envoy to the Middle East 1983 – 1984) to offer covert military aid against Iran.  He remained a friend of ours right up until he invaded Kuwait in August 1990.
97.  We became alarmed when he invaded Kuwait because he could continue on and invade Saudi Arabia, which has the largest oil reserves on earth.  We stationed troops in Saudi Arabia, which was a mistake in every sense of the word.
98. Osama bin Laden resented the Saudi Arabian government for using ___________________ to defend Saudi Arabia against Iraq. 

99.  The second largest source of reserves of oil is in _________________.

100.  Now we had to demonize ________________________.   And prepare the American public for the thought that we must take him out.” 

101. A four-sided complex exists today according to Gwynne Dyer, military historian: The military, The 

defense industry, Congress, and the ___________________________.” 

102.  Joseph Cirincione, Carnegie Endowment for Peace returns to tell us that “a great number of policy ideas 

come from outside the government from various think tanks like the __________________________________ 

_____________________________________________ Note: Founded in 1997 by Jeb Bush, Dick Cheney, Donald Rumsfeld, Paul Wolfowitz, and others, the Project for the New American Century’s self-stated goal is “American global leadership.”
103.  A phrase that Ken Adelman, Pentagon speech writer and Pentagon Defense Policy Board member, shares is “Weakness is provocative; strength deters.”  

Explain its meaning: _______________________________________________________________________ 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 

104.  Think tanks are paid to come up with new ____________________________ and new ______________. 

105.  List two new threats besides Iraq (rationale: terror state)

terror state:__________________________    nuclear weapon threat:_________________________________ 

106.  Three countries mentioned in “The Axis of Evil” in President Bush’s 2002 State of the Union Address:

____________________
_______________________
______________________________________ 

107.  Cirincione says, “__________________________ are now an integral part of the military-industrial complex.”

108. Kwiatkowski sees the influence of think tanks as the fulfillment of Eisenhower’s 1961 warning of “the acquisition of unwarranted influence, whether sought or unsought, by the military-industrial complex.  The potential for the disastrous rise of misplaced power exists and will persist.”
People making policy who have zero accountability to the _____________________. 

109. In August 2002 all the people called in who made up the expanded Iraq Desk would be called 

The Office of ___________________________________________. 

110.  Johnson believes: “Created in the Rumsfeld Department of Defense, The Office of Special Plans produced 

the intelligence the President and Vice President wanted to make an enemy out of _____________________.” 

111. Kwiatkowski says “The Office of Special Plans’ primary job was to produce a set of talking points on the 

topics of ______________________, ________________________, and terrorism.”

112. The documents were designed to convince the reader that Iraq and Saddam Hussein specifically constituted 

a ____________________, ______________________, ______________________, ______________ threat to …the United States. 

113.  According to Kwiatkowski, The Intelligence Reports regarding Hussein’s efforts to enrich uranium and 

seek significant quantities of uranium (for nuclear weapons) in Africa occurred in the late _____________, but 
he hasn’t done anything like that in the past _____________ years.

114. “These guys were manipulating public opinion, creating falsehoods and fantasy creating fear in the 

Amercian people, so that they __________________________________________.” – Karen Kwiatkowski 

You’ve answered enough questions and filled in enough blanks.  
Now watch and pay attention in order to be an alert and knowledgeable citizen.

